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SENATE RECORD VOTE ANALYSIS
106th Congress September 23, 1999, 6:45 p.m.
1st Session Vote No. 291 Page S-11329 Temp. Record

INTERIOR APPROPRIATIONS/Final Passage

SUBJECT: Department of the Interior and Related Agencies Appropriations Bill for fiscal year 2000 . . . H.R. 2466.
Final passage, as amended.

ACTION: BILL PASSED, 89-10 

SYNOPSIS: As passed H.R. 2466, the Department of the Interior and Related Agencies Appropriations Bill for fiscal year
2000, will provide $14.058 billion in new budget authority, which is $239.9 million less than provided last year

and $1.208 billion less than requested. Details are provided below.
Department of the Interior, $7.089 billion, including: 
� Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA), $1.811 billion;
� National Park Service, $1.723 billion;
� Bureau of Land Management (BLM), $1.217 billion (including $135 million for Payment In Lieu of Taxes payments); and
� Fish and Wildlife Service, $828.9 million.
Related agencies, $6.969 billion, including:
� Forest Service (Department of Agriculture), $2.672 billion;
� Indian Health Service (under the Department of Health and Human Services), $2.324 billion;
� Department of Energy, $1.099 billion; $657.8 million will be for energy conservation efforts;
� Smithsonian Institution, $425.5 million;
� National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH), $115.7 million; and
� National Endowment for the Arts (NEA), $103.0 million (for related debate, see vote No. 260).
Miscellaneous:
� The recent opinion on mill sites that was issued by the Interior Department Solicitor will be overturned (for related debate,

see vote No. 223);
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� no funds under this Act will be used to implement the final rule on class III (casino) gambling on Indian lands;
� funding will be provided to assess the potential environmental effects of additional lead and zinc mining in the Mark Twain

National Forest, and no funds will be used from this Act to permit or to prohibit such mining (see vote No. 265);
� timber sales on Federal lands will not require the counting of various species on the land to be harvested before the sales may

be approved, and timber sales will be at last year's level (for related debate, see vote Nos. 266 and 272);
� the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) will reissue 10-year grazing permits and leases under the same terms and conditions

as provided in the expiring permits or leases if the BLM fails to process the applications for those renewals on time; it will continue
processing the applications, and when it finishes that processing it will require lease and permit changes as warranted (for related
debate, see vote No. 269);

� public funds will not be expended for a study on decommissioning the Glen Canyon Dam or the draining of Lake Powell;
� funding will be provided for the control or eradication of pine beetles in the Rocky Mountain Region; and
� grizzly bears will not be reintroduced into the Selway-Bitterroot Wilderness of Idaho and Montana.

Those favoring final passage contended:

The breadth of the activities covered by the Interior Bill is vast, ranging from museums to parks to hospitals to the arts to
resources to research, with most of the funds being spent far away from the capital. This bill funds hundreds of national parks,
wildlife refuges, national forests, and other land management units. Funding for this bill this year was very tight, but we are pleased
with the funding priorities that have been pursued. Some of the so-called legislative riders that are in the bill are controversial, but
they are necessary because the Clinton/Gore Administration has resisted efforts to enact legislative changes in the areas that those
riders address. Instead, it has tried to pursue a policy of legislation through regulation. To stop this power grab by the
Administration, Congress has had to impose these riders on appropriations bills. The Clinton/Gore regulatory changes are frequently
developed far from public view, but the riders are debated and voted upon publicly. We would rather not have to engage in this
practice, but we have little choice. Further, we note that not all of the riders are controversial--many are supported by the
Administration. Despite the misgivings that many Senators have about particular riders and about particular funding levels in this
bill, we are confident that a majority of our colleagues agree that this bill is meritorious and will join us in voting in favor of final
passage.

No arguments were expressed in opposition to final passage.


